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Testified in Support
Representative Bradford R. Hill (Hide Testimony)

In strong support of SB2105; deferred all comments to the other professionals in the room

Jamie Fay, Chairman, Ipswich Finance Committee (Hide Testimony)

This bill tries to rectify a problem that has a long history. It attempt to bring in a public body into the 21st century by
restructuring it in a way that makes every one accountable and comfortable.

Patrick J. McNally, Board of Selectmen, Ipswich, Massachusetts (Hide Testimony)

There is a perception now that the Feofees are not fulfilling their duties. The validity of this depends on individuals but it is
a body the needs to be restructured. The taxpayers want control over these trustees and it is wise to do this because it will
re-install public trust in the Feofees.

Jeffrey B. Loeb, Chairman, Ipswich School Committee (Hide Testimony)

The reason why this legislation is before the Committee is because the make up of the Feofees dates back over a hundred
years. Since then there have been six amendments and one more is needed. What you have now is a public body that
lacks transparency. To ensure that this body is truly open this bill must be passed. Opponents will say that they filed a
lawsuit this morning against the school committee, however this has nothing to do with the issue at hand. That is about
selling the land, which is a separate problem.
Q: Representative Joyce A. Spiliotis
How much money is there in the trust now?
A: Jeffrey B. Loeb
There is little or no cash in there now. Most of that money has been used by the Feofees to pay for litigation fees which
exceed 200,000 dollars. Also, the rent that is collected from the tenants is currently going into an escrow account.

Elizabeth A. Kilcoyne, Vice-President, Board of Selectmen, Ipswich, Massachusetts (Hide Testimony)

The whole idea of this legislation is to bring transparency and accountability to the body of Feofees. It is really about
making it working for the children. Since 2006 there has been no money going to the school from the trust. That money has
been used in legal fees by the Feofees in a court case against the tenants. Moreover, they conduct their meeting in
secrecy which does not adhere to financial transparency.

Richard Howard, Member, Finance Commitee, Ispwich, Massachusetts (Hide Testimony)

This bill will help the town protect its public resources. When the Feofees imposed market value on rents the tenants
responded with a lawsuit which cost around 750,00 dollars, money that did not go to the school. The Feofees and the
tenants have lost sight of the children whom this trust was meant for. This body needs to be public and transparent and
give the school the income it deserves.

William Craft, Member, Finance Commitee, Ispwich, Massachusetts (Hide Testimony)

There is a growing concern about the level of professionalism with the Feofees. The current make up does not help the
purpose for which William Paine's trust was set up for. The Finance Committee is dissatisfied with how the Feofees and
tenants came to a conclusion to sell the land for 37 million dollars. At this point, the litigation between the Feofees and the
tenants should take into consideration the public's assessment whether a sale of the land is beneficial and an open
discussion about the restructuring of the make up of Feofees.

Senator Bruce E. Tarr (Hide Testimony)

This act is a result of a town meeting vote that has been trying to resolve an old problem. Senator Tarr is willing to supply
all information that is needed on this bill.

Marion W. Swan, Member, Finance Commitee, Ispwich, Massachusetts (Hide Testimony)

It is perfectly clear that the trust was established for the schools. Somehow the Feofees have forgotten this responsibility to
the children and there has been no income from the trust going to the school. The trustees operate in secret and there are
no open meetings. This bill is needed to return the trust to its original intentions, to provide for the children.

Ed Traverso, Member, School Committee, Ispwich, Massachusetts (Hide Testimony)

It is difficult to provide services to the children when there are limited resources. If you look at the contribution percentage
of the trust to the school is just 1% of the assets. This is poor performance on distribution and a better job needs to be
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done.
Q: Representative Robert S. Hargraves
There are 7 Feofees correct?
A: Ed Traverso
Yes and 3 of them are Selectmen
Q: Representative Robert S. Hargraves
Why then, don't they have a stronger voice in this matter?
A: Ed Traverso
Because they have been excluded from the trust meetings.

Testified in Opposition
William Sheehan, Attoreny, Ipswich Feofees' Trust (Hide Testimony)

This legislation is unwarranted, unnecessary, and unconstitutional. This trust is not a public body or a governmental body
as many are saying. It is indeed a private trust body which rents property. The town of Ipswich is not a beneficiary to this
trust. The Feofees' duties are solely to the the school. And over the past years before this body was sued it distributed 1.5
million dollars to the school. The Feofees were sued by 135 individuals when they tried to raise the rent to market value.
The Feofees had to pay the legal fees. Moreover, this is a case that must absolutely be settled in court. It is a judicial
matter that if settled in the legislature would violate the constitution. If you pass this law you are taking a private trust and
placing in into public individuals. This will cost 37 million dollars.

Peter Foote, Feofee, Ipswich, Massachusetts (Hide Testimony)

In Opposition to SB2105

Thomas Allen, Homeowner, Little Neck, Ipswich, Massachusetts (Hide Testimony)

The tenants who have filed the lawsuit pay their taxes and their rent, so it is not exactly true that no income goes to the
school. Taxes go to the town of Ipswich which then goes to the schools.

Robert Dever, Homeowner, Little Neck, Ipswich, Massachusetts (Hide Testimony)

Passing this bill is a premature action because the legislature will end up revising it in the end. The case is also
preemptive; belongs in the court.
Q: Representative Fred Jay Barrows
There was a lawsuit filed when the rent was increased?
A: Robert Dever
The tenants did not want to resolve to litigation but they were left with no choice because they would be facing eviction.
Q: Representative Joyce A. Spiliotis
What is the rent difference, the proposed increase?
A: Robert Dever
Originally it was 800 dollars per month, then they proposed to increase it to 3700 over a 5 year period. Now it is 4700
dollars.

Mark DiSalvo, Member, Little Neck Legal Action Committee (Hide Testimony)

By passage of the bill the legislature will be snatching defeat when a real and sustained solution is becoming more and
more defined. The tenants should be able to buy this land and right now they are literately moments away from reaching
an agreement. This will also benefit the town of Ipswich through collected taxes.

William A. Gottlieb, Chairman, Little Neck Legal Action Committee (Hide Testimony)

Passing this bill will disrupt the negotiation process between the Feofees and the tenants which has been going on for 2
years. It will cause more litigation between the parties and end up costing more to all parties involved. This is a judicial
matter, and should be resolved in the court.
Q: Representative Robert S. Hargraves
Has there been any communication with the Attorney General?
A: William A. Gottlieb
So far, no.
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